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Public Lending Right has invited writers, 
a chief librarian and the CEO of a partner 
authors’ rights society to talk.  

We hear from novelist Tracy Chevalier who 
cites PLR as her potential date, albeit not 
an exclusive one; from Chief Librarian Rob 
Froud who shares the merits of ‘a very 
happy union’ between public libraries and 
PLR; from Owen Atkinson, Chief Executive 
of ALCS, an organisation playing a leading 
role in the campaign for authors’ rights, that 
works in partnership with PLR; and from 
journalist and novelist Joan Smith on the 
difference between the public’s perception 
of a writer’s lot and the economic reality of it. 
As we approach PLR’s 30th anniversary Tim 
Jeal reflects on the campaign that led to the 
passing of the PLR Act in 1979.  

This year we commissioned photographs 
of ten writers whose work spans academic 
medical works, screen plays, novels, poetry, 
biographies and travel writing. They also tell 
us what they are writing now. 
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Public Lending Right
invites writers to 
comment on the PLR 
Scheme, its future 
priorities and the
broader context of 
authors’ rights.
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